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XV MATT DINNIMAN

(I hear my album will soon be available on tunneling platforms, so

be sure to upgrade to Ultimate Supreme Fan Tier Three or above to get

a free ten-second preview ofeach song before theyre released!)

This was the floor where the stupid hunters were trying to kill us.

That didnt work out too well for them, now did it? There was this one

bug lady, and her name was Vrah. N7e killed her annoying little sister

right in the beginning, and that made Vrah really mad. \When Cad

went to that lame CrawlCon later on, he met Vrah's mom and made

ber rcally mad, too. So mad she flew all the way to Earth just to par-

ticipate as a god named Diwata.

Katia left the party so she could hunt down Eya, her player-killer

ex-best friend, and that was leally sad because I liked being in apatty

with Katia. She managed to get Eva in the end, though, and I really

hope she'll come back to the party. I love Carl, of course, but it would

be nice to have her back. I miss having her with us. I suppose now that

she's in love with Daniel Bautista, he'd have to come with her. That

ryould be okay, too, eyen if he looks like a generic-brand Tony the

Tiger.

\7e learned at the end of the floor there would be a pany with a
talent contest and pet show for the hunters and the top 50 crawlers. It
would be at the High Elf Castle,led by the mean Queen Imogen. The

party was called the Butcher's Masquerade.

My Mongo met a few fellow dinosaurs, including afemale mongo-

Iiensis named Kiwi. Honestly, I don't want to talk about how that

started because it was highly traumatic for my brave, sweet boy, whose

innocence was savagely ripped away from him. He's still healing.

AIso, way back on the third floor, we met a bra-deficient elite

named Signet covered in gross tattoos. You may have seen her show, as

Carl and I were both guest stars. It was called Vengeance of tbe Daugbnr.

Carl was contractually bound to continue with that story which was

to help her reclaim her crown and defeat Queen Imogen of the High

Elves, who helped kill Signet's mother a long time ago.

My friend Prepotente and his former person, Miriagr Dom, got in

a bit of trouble, and, unfortunately, Miriam Dom passed away. But

Prepotente was a very brave goat about it. Miriam used to have another

goat, too, one namgd Bianca who is quite friendly when you get to

tr,l
:- C.
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XV MATT DINNIMAN

that happens on Faction \7ars. Carl is trying to make it so we can all

really kill each other. Nobody thinks thar's going to happen. We'll see.

Carl is good at making impossible things possible.

It wasn't all good. Lots of sad things happened. My friend Firas

died. He was really nice. Another guy named Gideon died. I didn't

know him very well except in the chat, but Carl was sad because he'd

talked Gideon into helping us. Gwendolyn Duet died. This mushroom

gr-ry who was a really good singer died. The Popov brothers died, too,

but then something amazing happened. T'hey turned into babies and

were kicked out of the game. Zev said they were okay! That made er,-

eryone huppy.

Also, the crime of the centlrry was committed during the Butcher's

Masqnerade.

An evrl. r'ile. experience-hog crawler named Tserendolgor somehow

managed to get her hands on the voting ballot box for the pet show and

changed the votes, stealing Mongo's crown from him and handing it
offto her disgusting meatball pet, Garret. I want you guys to continue

to pore over the footage and find the smoking gun. I ve seen some of

your investigative efforts so far, and I'm looking forward to more. \7e

neecl definitive proof! We uill stop this injustice! #JusticeForMongo.

I. of courrse, lound myself at the top of the crawler list after my per-

tbrmance at the ralent show.

And rl'ren, rigl-rt wl-ren we thought we were going to the seventh

floor, Prepotente broke the whole thing! \7e pretty much went straight

from the sixth to the eighth, but not before I briefly chose a new class.

I was a Viper Queen for a few minutes.

And that's it. I know, I know. I'm missrng so much. I didn't talk
about Samantha and the body Signet gave her to use, or how Britney

got burned, or how Tran lost his legs, or about how Zev got a promo-

tion because the Borant Elovernment lost control of the crawl to the

Valtay brain worms. Or that weird ring Carl got that I think is giving

him headaches.

Nor have I talked about Miss Beatrice's return and appearance on

Odette's program. It's not worth examining, and I haven't thought

about it once since it happened, and there's nothing more to discuss.
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MATT DINNIMAN

Odette opened a new chat window.

oDETTE: lnfusing the summoning box with a chairi-lightning potion

worked. lf's Huanxin like you said if would be.

The floor was almost done. The nine ptzzle pieces had all been col-

lected. They just needed one more activation, and the four crawlers

could leave and enter'the stairwell down to the eleventh floot. She looked

nervously at the clock. It would be close.

ARMTTA: I'm not certain about this.

oDETTE: This was your godsdamned idea. We don'f have time. Tell

her we're in place and that we have a deal.

ARMITA: I already did. She iusf wrofe back. She wants a bigger

cut. She sals 10% is foo liftle. She wants 33.

oDETTE: Godsdamnit. You tell thaf rich cunt we don't need her,

then. She can iust fuck off. We summoned two gods. We'll use

the ofher one.

The bonus Odette received if Mordecai reached the eleventh floor

would be just enough money that she could buy a residency berth in the

inner system. She wouldnt be considered wealthy by any means, not like
she would if Mordecai reached the 72th, but she would have just enough

to get herself settled. She would be a citizen, g\Lranteed shelter and ox-

ygen and food, which would allow her to finally be safe. She'd have ac-

cess to free body tegeneration, allowing her to regrow her legs. She'd

finally be able to put this nightmare behind her.

She still had five seasons left on her indentureship, but per het con-

tract, they'd knock nine seasons off if one of her crawlers reached the

eleventh floor. If they opened that stairwell and Mordecai made it down,

Odette would be free. Finally.

But if she paid 33% of her bonus to that ruging bitch, she wouldn't

have enough money. She'd have to settle somewhere,@s a non-citrzen,

always scrambling. It'd take another 100 cycles to earn enough, and only

if she was lucky enough to get a job. It would never end. Even that \OVo

she'd already promisefl was cutting it close.

THE EYE tl1
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MATT DINNIMAN

He'd had to place it far enough away where they had time to prime the

p:uzzle, but not too far so the god wouldnt notice them.

Behind her, Chaco, Hold Steady, ar'dUzzi worked furiously to pre-

pare the final ritual. Chaco was a wolf-headed pterolykos. The other two
had chosen to remain skyfowl, llke 9l% of their kind. Hold Steady

worked his magic, keeping the pluzzle pieces primed. Chaco plucked at

ttr-e strings of his tar,attracting the attention of the gods with his bard

magic. Uzzi gtarded them both. The skyfowl warrior had limited
magic, despite his Storm Commander class, but he had a party-protection

spell that kept the caustic rain from burning them all.

The nine pieces pulsed red a few times before turning blue. It was

rcady. Only one last step remained. The ptzzle needed to physically

touch a storm god or be hit with god-tier storm magic. If either of those

happened, the key would form and the door would open.

But it wasnt as simple as dropping the completedptzzle disc on the

head of a god from afat The ptzzle needed to stay primed, constantly

infused with magic, which required Hold Steady to remain nearby. And
the p:uzzle had to remain within the circle of the stairwell.

This last part was next to impossible, and they'd all wanted to take

a deal rather than risk not making it.
Odette had already earned her tenth-floor bonus no matter what

happened. She'd convinced them to go for it, despite the difficulty. It
wasnt all greed. She liked all the party members, especially Mordecai.

It was never worth it to take a deal on the tenth floor. Never. They were

better offdead.

They were close. So damn close.

ARMTTA: I'm not telling her that, Odette. You know how petty

she is.

If they could get either storm god to hit the puzzle with a spell-any
spell-they'd be good to go. If Chacos Ligbtning Rod song worked prop-

er|y, any spells thrown in their general direction wo+rld hit the target.

The problem was, the crawlers needed to remain nearby. The whole level

was about to collapse.

It was always a b4d idea to stay in the vicinity of a god. Always.
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MATT DINNIMAN

Godsdarunit.

She had to agree. \il7hat else could she do? She looked back at the
three crawlers huddled by the exit. The round pluzzle floated in midair
withUzzi and Hold Steady right behind it. Chaco stood to the side, still
plucking at his instrument.

But then, a wave of anger washed over Odette. She thought of the

dungeon AI forcing'her to choose between saving Armita and Pieter.

She'd only had seconds. Her best friend versus her cousin. She'd picked

her friend. For Odette's entire life, people were taking advantage of her.

Forcing her to submit, to choose. Telling her what to do. They'd taken

her entire planet. Het people. Her family. Pieter was a good, sweet boy.

But he wasnt as strong as Armita. They'd forced Odette to fight. Forced

her to work in this dungeon for so, so long. Every step forward sheld

made was only because she'd first had to ask someorie else's permission

to do so. She,was tired of always being bullied. She was tired of being

forced to choose between two equally terrible results.

She looked up at the approaching deity. Huanxin Jinx. Fuck that
bitch.

oDETTE: Armita, tell her we don't have a deal.

- ARMITA: Are you sure?

ODETTE: YES.

She then moved to a new chat, but before she could type out the

message, she was interripted by Mordecai.

MoRDECAI: Bodola is a sponsored god. She's not going to help us.

l'm sorry, my friends. I have a plan, but it's going to kill me.

Uzzi, see you on fhe other side, brother.

UZZI: Do nof even dare.

Odette waved away her first message and moved to her private chat

with Mordecai. I

oDETTE: What the hells are you doing?
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